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Background

A 2008 roadmap for the Aid for Trade initiative, as proposed by the WTQ’s Director
General, was recently approved by the WTO General Council. In it, the DG identified
three priorities: strengthening developing country ownership, moving on
implementation and improving the framework and capacity for monitoring. As such,
these three topics are likely to guide work on AFT in the coming 12 months.

On monitoring, the OECD has taken the lead at the global level, with complimentary
work needed to develop a basket of indicators that would enable an assessment of
impact. Similarly, the operationalization and implementation of AFT now requires the
preparation and refinement of national and sub-regional AFT strategies. To help ensure
ownership, these should be supported by wide-spread stakeholder consultations,
especially with the private sector and other non-state actors. Such a process should
build on those initiated in the lead-up to the 2007 Regional AFT Reviews, wherein many
developing countries and regions began preparing such sub-regional plans. What
seems clear at this point is that a great deal of effort at the international and domestic
level is still required to properly empower beneficiary countries and regions to actively
and directly participate and guide this work.

An important complimentary process is the launching of a second phase of the seminal
Global Trade and Financial Architecture (GTFA) project, which helped in large part to
provide the intellectual underpinnings and broad-based international support needed
to advance AFT in its infancy. Supported by the UK Department for International
Development (DFID), the project aims to identify priorities of joint policy action
(international cooperation) to support the process of globalisation by enhancing its
inclusiveness and sustainability. One of the main themes of GTFA-II is operationalising
trade and sustainable development, taking better account of the distributional and
equity effects of globalization and looking towards the use of appropriate instruments
to facilitate adjustment. In this sense, the work differs from the previous phase by
focusing more explicitly on actual policy formulation and implementation.

In terms of moving towards AFT implementation, one institutional framework under
consideration - at least for LDCs - is the Enhanced Integrated Framework (EIF). There
is still a vacuum with respect to concerns of non-LDCs as well as cross-country and
regional needs. Addressing such challenges is to be a key focus of GTFA-II, as per DFID’s
announcement during the November 2007 Global AFT Review of its intention to
spearhead the development an EIF-equivalent process for non-LDCs and for tackling



regional aid for trade issues. Similarly, numerous other donors are advancing their
work towards the preparation of AFT strategies and attempting to grapple with the
myriad of challenges involved with moving towards implementation.

To respond to some of these challenges and concerns, the Oxford meeting has been

convened with three objectives in mind:

1. Developing country/region representatives will share their experiences with the
preparation of their AFT plans;

2. Specific actions to advance the work on AFT networks and developing monitoring
and impact assessment capacity will be explored; and

3. Providers of AFT resources will exchange views on their respective strategies, in
particular with respect to implementation mechanisms for non-LDCs and regional
programmes

Agenda

10:00 - 10:15 Introduction

Chair: Ambassador Lingston Cumberbatch

Ngaire Woods (Oxford University, Global Economic Governance Programme)

Ambassador Ali Mchumo (ILEAP)
Susan Prowse (DFID)

10:15-10: 30 Coffee/tea
10:30-13:00 Session 1 - AFT implementation plans

Chair: Gerald K. Helleiner

This session will explore the ongoing processes of designing national and regional AFT
plans, identifying specifically the requisite actions the beneficiaries view as necessary to
continue this work in 2008-09. With the 2008 WTO AFT Road Map emphasis on
networks and developing monitoring and impact assessment capacity, presenters will
be asked to comment on how these will be addressed in their respective
countries/regions.

Presenters:

e Mr. Mark Pearson (RTFP)

e Ambassador Federico Cuello (Dominican Republic)
e Mr. Alain Faustin Bocco (UEMOA)

e Ms. Beatrice Dove-Edwin (ILEAP)
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Discussants:

¢ Rohinton Medhora (IDRC)
e Bernard Hoekman (World Bank)

13:00 - 14:00 Lunch

14:00 - 15:30 Session 2 - Donor response

Chair: Kwesi Botchwey

This session will provide an update on progress in the donor community towards the
development of AFT strategies. Donors will be invited to add to existing knowledge on
their AFT strategies, emphasising new elements of their trade capacity building
activities that can respond to the 2008 Road Map, including as they relate to an
implementation mechanism for non-LDC and cross-country/regional programmes.
Presenters:

Donor Representatives

15:30 - 16:00 Coffee/tea

16:00-17:00 Session 3 - Way Forward

Chair: Ngaire Woods

This session will summarize the discussions and propose a way forward for supporting
the 2008 AFT roadmap. Speakers will be asked to discuss the needs as identified by the
seminar.

Presenters:

e Mr. Henri Minnaar (AfDB)
¢ Mr. Dominique Njinkeu (ILEAP)
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